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Counterfeit Gospel of Self 
 
U N D E R S TA N D  T H E  DA N G E R  
 
K E Y  P O I N T S :  
• Self-centeredness isn’t simply thinking 

highly of yourself. It’s arranging your life 
as though everything and everyone else 
exists in relation to you. 

• What does emptying ourselves mean for 
us? 

• Emptying ourselves of: 
o The demand to always be right 
o The need to receive credit 
o The insistence that our preferences 

must prevail 
o The expectation that others exist to 

serve us 
o Selfish ambition so that we can serve 

God’s purposes 
•  “Our heart is restless until it rests in 

you.” (Augustine of Hippo) 
 

W H I C H  G O S P E L  A R E  YO U  L I V I N G ?  
 

 
S C R I P T U R E  R E F E R E N C E S :  
Jude 3-4 | Colossians 2:8 | Galatians 1:6-9 | 2 
Timothy 3:1-5 | Philippians 2:20-21 | Philippians 
2:3-5 | Proverbs 14:12 | Matthew 7:13-14 | 
Jeremiah 17:9 | Proverbs 3:5-6 | Luke 9:23-25 
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C O U N T E R F E I T  G O S P E L  
Live for self  Empty yourself in 

humble love 
Trust yourself Trust the Lord 
Protect your life at 
all costs 

Forfeit your self-rule 
and follow Jesus 

Make yourself the 
center 

Make Christ the 
center 

Gain the world Receive life in Christ 


